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The time is ripe for theater scholars and practitioners to reconsider Comedia.  

For 30 years, modern language scholarship has been mapping out revolutionary approaches to plays from the Spanish Empire’s Siglo de Oro (c. 1580-1680) – arguably the largest untapped resource in Western theater.  A long-running festival at El Chamizal in El Paso, TX, has generated a critical archive of performances to study, plus a unique library of translations to stage-test, and an impressive number of international symposia and juried publications on Golden Age plays in performance.  The Association for Hispanic Classical Theatre (AHCT) has emerged as a pivotal player in this process of rediscovery.

For 50 years, the annual meetings of the American Society for Theatre Research (ASTR) have mapped out new directions in theater scholarship.  The meetings’ plenary sessions offer opportunities to hear reports on groundbreaking work in progress; the Society’s working sessions engage scholars first-hand in forging and sharing new developments in cutting-edge research.


New Approaches to Plays from the Spanish Golden Age brings the work of ASTR and AHCT together for the first time, to blend modern language scholarship with theater studies, and build dynamic new approaches to teaching, staging, and critiquing Comedia.


This two-hour Working Session – the first in a projected series – opens three lines of inquiry, to address three longstanding blockades to exploring Golden Age plays:

· Comedia in the Classroom.  A major hindrance to approaching Golden Age theater lies in the fact that universities teach so few comedias, so sketchily.  How can Golden Age texts be taught more effectively?  What plays beyond the handful of familiar, anthologized obras maestras are ripe for incorporation in university classes?  How can comedias be creatively included in a wider range of courses?  

· Comedia from Page to Stage.  The fact that university theaters rarely perform Golden Age plays provides a substantive roadblock to researching them.  What techniques can practitioners use to re-present Comedia’s stageworthiness?  How can translation empower (re)production?  What does attentive reception of classical Spanish plays onstage reveal about Golden Age stagecraft?

· Comedia and Criticism.  Longstanding assumptions that Golden Age dramaturgy is long on plot, short on character, and reinscriptive in effect stand as stubborn deterrents to taking Comedia seriously.  How do theoretical lenses developed to explore colonialism, queer studies, feminism, and performance studies intersect with classical Spanish performance practices?  


Participation in New Approaches to Plays from the Spanish Golden Age will start before, and continue after, the Working Session’s formal meeting in Boston.

During the late summer and early fall of 2008, participants will address the session’s central questions by posting brief position papers and supporting materials on a website (5-7 page papers, plus course outlines, production records, or annotated bibliographies).  Contributors in each line of inquiry will read and respond to each others’ postings.  This interaction will result in a list of points for discussion and suggestions for demonstrations at the ASTR conference in Boston.

The meeting of the Working Session in Boston will begin with a brief overview of resources archived by the Association for Hispanic Classical Theatre (15 minutes).  Then each line of inquiry will raise its discussion points, present its targeted demonstrations, and profit by the response of an invited scholar (30 minutes for each line of inquiry).  The meeting will close with questions from auditors, moderated by the session leaders (15 minutes).


The session’s website will remain active after the conference, facilitating ongoing contact between theater scholars and modern language experts.


Proposals to participate in New Approaches to Plays from the Spanish Golden Age should clearly address one of the lines of inquiry bulleted above .  Please submit proposals as 300-word abstracts with a short biographical sketch, attached in Microsoft Word to goldiggersof2008@yahoo.com.  The deadline for submissions is 6 June 2008.  

Please note that Working Session guidelines require all participants in New Approaches to Plays from the Spanish Golden Age to become members of the American Society for Theatre Research and to register for the Boston conference.  More details about ASTR, its Working Sessions, and the meeting in Boston are available at www.astr.org.


Questions about proposals may be addressed to the session’s leaders:  Ben Gunter, Florida State University, donjuandramaturg@yahoo.com; Susan Paun de García, Denison University, garcia@denison.edu; and Amy R. Williamsen, University of Arizona, amyw@email.arizona.edu.
