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Mujeres alborotadas: Early Modern and Colonial Women’s Cultural Production

A Festschrift for Electa Arenal
Regarding early modern women as authors and cultural agents, in the past two decades feminist scholarly interest in well-known writers such as María de Zayas and Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz has led not only to exponential increase in critical bibliography on their work, but to a “boom” on texts authored by other women as well. Moreover, Hispanic literary historical research in general has provided a context for this research, by: 1) bringing new kinds of texts into focus by applying theoretical groundings including feminist, new historicist, post-/neo-colonial, and cultural studies; 2) studying a more diverse set of writers; 3) recognizing the necessity of interdisciplinary approaches; and 4) applying transatlantic perspectives. These trends too have helped to shape the new canons. This issue will assess these developments, examining women’s writing and cultural production in the Hispanic Atlantic world from 1500 to 1800 in light of the enormous body of feminist literary critical work produced in the past thirty years.


We also wish to honor a pioneer in this field, the exemplary mujer alborotada Electa Arenal. In three books, more than 20 articles, and monumental professional contributions—including numerous collaborations and continuous mentoring--she has queried and widened the boundaries of disciplinary methods and scholarly content for feminist work in our fields. No one has done more to shape the study of early modern and colonial Hispanic women’s cultural production. 


The issue will be framed around three axes: 1) new syncretisms (theoretical developments at the confluence of feminist, post-/neo-colonialist, historicist, queer, and indigenist theoretical perspectives on the early modern and colonial periods; 2) “new” writers (studies of recently discovered works from the trans-Atlantic archives); and 3) new readings of key “old” writers (gendered interpretations of female or male, religious and secular writers). 

Suggested topics, all of which refer to the early modern and colonial period, include (but are not limited to):

· re-examining the “new” canon

· feminist literary work: process and product

· impact of raced and classed identities on women’s writing

· expressions of multiple kinds of sexualities

· women writers’ influence on others: within continents and across the Atlantic

· empire and gendered views of writing

· inside and outside “the world”: religion and cultural production

Essays in English, Portuguese, and Spanish will be accepted and should include an author’s biographical note. Articles: 17-25 pages, double space, Times New Roman 12-1”, in MLA style and Word format. 

Deadline for submitting 1-2 page abstracts: April 21. Authors will be notified of acceptance or rejection by May 26. Final papers will be due on September 15. Contributors must be members of AILCFH at the time of publication.

Please submit proposals to both: 

Stacey Schlau (sschlau@wcupa.edu) and Amanda Powell (apowell@uoregon.edu)

